INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Fruitcakes .......ccccceiinnereniciisinnnnnnnne 1
Cali for Youth Representative ........ 2
Once Upon A Mattress ............cuuees 2
Audition Etiquette ..........cccecvriinnnes 3
Treasurer's Report ........ccccovveecvinnenns 3
Student Viewpoint. ........cccccveereeneans 5
Show Buzzl ..........oveiriiiiiinniiiinninnnn, 4
Online Tickets - Coming soont! ......5
High School Theater Highlights ...... 5
Family Spotlight.........cccccovvniiinnnnnnnn. 6
Fruitcakes Ticket Order Form ........ 7

Providing opportunities for famili
in producing affordable. high-quality theatrical performances
for the citizens of the Chaska valley region.

Mix together a batch of fruitcakes, three dozen
Christmas trees, a chicken pox epidemic, two
southern spinsters, and 10,000 outdoor Christmas lights
and you've got the recipe for a fun-filled and
touching production filled with holiday cheer. Into this
bucolic world comes Jamie, a kid who has run as far
away from home as his money would take him. At first
he thinks the town’s inhabitants are *nuttier than
fruitcakes," but he soon comes to admire and
appreciate this nutty little town.

We're pleased to be bringing our version of
Fruifcakes,by Julian Wiles, to the CVFT stage.
Fruitcakes is a moving story of alienation,
understanding, and reconciliation, providing
audiences with a heaping helping of holiday warmith.
Fruitcakes is a celebration of small-town life. Against
the small fown backdrop, the play focuses on the
drama of Jamie, a young tfeenaged runaway and
Mack, a grandfatherly figure who's estranged from his
own son. During a Christmas season of confusion,
hurt, and loneliness, they find the strength in each
other to reach out to those they love most. Fuifcakes
also touches on how chance encounters change our
lives. As Miss Alice notes in the play, “"Perhaps we're
all angels.”

Primary roles in the show include Mack, a 60-
something man who owns a Christmas tree lot, and
Jamie, a 12-14 year old runaway boy from a nearby
city. Other lead roles include the Dantzler family
(Beebo, a policeman, and his wife Betty Jane,
daughter Sally, and son "Little Beebo”), Miss Sarah
and Miss Alice, two 80-something spinster sisters. There
are also many other roles for chiidren, ages about 7 to
12, in a Christmas pageant, as well as numerous other
townspeople. Auditions will be held October 9th and
10th. More information can be found at
www.cvft.org. The play will be performed in one act,
and will last approximately 90 minutes. The show runs
for 7 public and 2 school-day performances,
December 7th-10th at the Chaska Community Center
Theater. Tickets go on sale in October.

“Fruitfcakes” promises to be another great CVFT
Christmas show, guaranteed fo lift your spirits for the
holiday season!

Randy Herget & Bill Coldwell, Directors
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Many moons ago, a group of individuals
decided to come together and retell the story
of the “Princess and the Pea”. What an
exciting way to close out the summer of 2006!
The cast and crew of Once Upon a Mattress
would quickly become a big family that put in
110% this summer between learning lines,
building sets and learning notes. This classic
fairy tale told the story of an unlikely Princess
named Winnifred, who fell in love with Prince
Dauntless the Drab, despite the “true test of a
real princess” given to her by Dauntless’
nagging mother, the Queen. Butin the end,
the Princess really DID feel the pea under 20
soft, downy mattresses and truly won over the
hearts of our audience members.

The directors would like to thank again the
cast, crew and pit for the countless hours puf
into this show both on stage and off stage to
make this one of the best shows in our eleven-
year history. We know how much time, gas $
and dedication everyone put in this summer
and it was fruly a pleasure to work with each
and every one of you! And while we travel
back from our medieval story of fantasy and
fairytale, we hope you will freasure this
experience and keep these wonderful
memories near to your hearts, as we know we
willl Thanks for making "Mattress” such a
beautiful success and we hope you have a
“happily, happily, happily ever after”!

Love,
Reid, Barb, Drew, Katy and Angie

———

Calling All CVFT Youth!

Are you the kind of person that likes o get
involved?2 Would you like to be a part of the
excitement as Chaska Valley Family Theatre
plans for our next theatrical season? Do you like
having your views heard? CVFT is currently
accepting applications for our 2007-2008 Youth
representative to the Board of Directors.
Qualified applicants are High School students
who are current members of CVFT. If you are
interested in this unique and exciting leadership
experience, please send a letter of intent,
telling us why you will be a great addition to the
CVFT Board of Directors, to:
Chaska Valley Family Theatre
Student Representative Application
1661 Park Ridge Drive
Chaska, MN 55318

Theatre Events Around Town

Lyric Theater - Anoka
Nunsense~September 8-24

Applause Community Theater - Burnsville
The Rocky Monster Show~ October 20-28

Bloomington Civic Theater - Bloomington
How to Succeed in Business Without Really
Trying~ Aug 18-Sept 10
The Full Monty ~ Oct 27- Nov 19

Lakeshore Players - White Bear
Cheaper By the Dozen ~ September 1-21

Minnetonka Community Theater -
Minnetonka
Wizard of Oz ~ December 14-19

Chaska High School
A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to
the Forum ~ November 10-18

Minnetonka High School
Jekyll and Hyde ~ Nov 3-18

For a list of many more Minnesota Theaters

and what's showing go to hitp://
www.curtainrising.com/usa/usa_mn.himl




What's a Non - Profit?

CVFT is a Non - Profit Organization

_Editorial by Staff Writer
Tom Stauber - Director

In a recent discussion | was having with several of the
Directors from the Board of CVFT, it became apparent
that not everybody has a grasp as to what a non-profit
corporation really is and how it pays for ifself.

First of all, to be a corporation, you need o
incorporate with the State of Minnesota and with the
IRS. To become non-profit you need to file a special
application with the IRS. There are several different
classifications for non-profit, CVFT happens to be a
501(c ) 3 {more information than you need, but) which
means that donations to CVFT are tax deductible and
that CVFT does not have to pay taxes on income that
they bring in.

Chaska Vailley Family Theatre is an incorporated
organization which exists for educational and
charitable reasons, and from which if's participants and
Directors do not benefit financially. We're also called a
not-for-profit organization.

We have essentially 4 sources of income at CVFT.
Ticket sales, participant fees, grants & donations.

At the end of a show, any show, if the budgeting
process has gone according to plan, we will be able to
pay all of the bills associated with the show with the
proceeds from the ticket sales and concessions.

What many people don't understand is that on top of
everything else, we have to pay a sizeable amount of
rent at the CCC and have to pay for the rights to use
the scripts/stories (each in excess of $3000). So at $8.00
per ficket, we have to sell 750 seats just to pay these.
That's more than 3 totally sold out shows!

So we have to rely on the additional ticket sales and
the fees and the grants and the DONATIONS to help us
continue to provide three (3) main things: First, the
opportunity for families to grow & experience together
the theatrical mystery. Second, provide for the
community quality and enjoyable theatre. Lastly,
educational opportunities for all aspects surrounding
the theatre. So when you're asked for a donation to -
CVFT, first, it's deductible from your taxes and second, it
is a main source for us to be able to continue with our
current programming. Thank you for your supportt

Contributor Levels
Platinum Sponsor .......vvveeeieeeeeeeeeie. $1000
GOold SPONSOT e $500
SIVEr SPONSOT .o $250
Bronze SPONSOT....cucivivveeieeeeeeeeeeeeeen $150
POITON e $100
FAMIY v $75
Individual Member ......oouveevmecereenineeieen, $40

Audition Etiquette

By Kelly Jeremiason

Chaska Valley Family Theatre employs closed
auditions for the casting of their shows. What this
means is that only those people amid the audition
and production staff are present in the audition
room. Spectators are not permitted although
exceptions may be made for immediate family
members. Why, might you ask, do we use closed
auditions? It reduces the pressure and stress giving
every person the opportunity to shine.

So you show up, sign up, sing, read, possibly
dance, and you're done?2 Well, if you think that
you are only being observed during those
moments, you might want to think again. What
about when you are waiting for your turn2
Directors and production staff not only look at what
you can do when the spotlight is on you, but they
also look to see what you are doing when it's not
your turn. Sometimes the person sitting at the table
outside an audition room has as much to say about
a casting decision as the people inside. How do
you interact with others around you?2 For a show to
be successful, the cast must be able to work
together. Someone who is respectful of others is
regarded as an asset to any caost.

Audition Etiquette; The Do’s and Don'ts

Do:
-enjoy yourself no matter what happens.
-follow directions and listen to production staff and
assistants.
-ask questions.
-respect others auditioning by being a courteous
audience member.
-pay attention.
-listen sincerely and intently.
-laugh if appropriate.
-applaud if warranted.
-bring water if you need.
-make sure your hair is pulled back off your face.

Don't:

-complain about the process.

-argue with production staff or assistants.
-interrupt others.

-berate others for what you consider a lackluster
audition.

-talk when someone is auditioning.

-take or make cell phone calls or instant message.
-bring food, candy, gum, or pop.

Next Issue:
Back Stage Etiquette

©,




Youth Corner
By Anna Stauber, CVFT Youth Representative

“Once upon a Mattress” was the first summer show I've been in with CVFT. A group of my friends and | all tried out
and got in, but none of us had any idea what to expect. We all learned a lot of stuff from the show and had a
wonderful time during the rehearsals, the parties, the performances... the entire thing! Here is a list of 10 things |
learned from my personal experience with “Once Upon a Matfress"™

If you want to be in a summer show, you need to be willing to give up your entire summer.

Less audition numbers means a greater chance of getting a good part.

College kids get first dibs on parts during the casting.

Smaller casts means more bonding between the college and the high school Kids

The summer shows have more opportunities for fun times of cast dinners and after-rehearsal parties.
The schedule forces you to sleep all day and stay up alf through the night. .

The entire cast stays pasty-skinned from the rigorous rehearsals and showings.

Whether you want to or not, you probably WILL end up getting roped into the cast’s drama.

It takes a lot of cast involvement to get summer shows sold-out.

0. | guarantee that you will miss the show ((after you catch up on sleep)} and be really bored after it's all
over.

OO -
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ShowBuzz!

Come join fellow CVFT friends at Bloomington Civic Theatre (98th and
Logan §t) for their production of The Full Monty on Friday, November
3rd at 7:30 pm. A number of "CVFTers" have been going to these
productions for years, and want more members to have an
opportunity to see what other communities have to offer. Ticket
prices are $19.00 each for groups of 20 or more. If you are interested,
contact Mary Jo Williams at 612-869-4461, or send your check by
October 1st fo:

Mary Jo Williams

7506 1st Ave. South

Richfield, MN 55423

Those interested in having dinner before the show should meet at
Fudruckers on 494 and France Ave. anytime between 5:00 and 7:00
pm.

Act Two

,f’ i

As the curtain falls on the 2005-2006 season, CVFT would like to take l _Many people: do wonderful thin
this opportunity to thank all of the talented young adults who have | forthis organization and:ou
shared their many gifts with our theater community. Many of you ‘ communities.. If you knowof: -
have been a por’{ of CVFT since e:!emgnfory schooll As you head off 1 - someonewho is doing.something;
to college, technical school and "real jobs", please remember that e T
your CVET family is proud of all you have accomplished. We wish you IE exceptional,;_p!easecontactJanezg;;"

well as you begin Act Twol | McCloskey with the details!

www.cvft.org
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Chaska High School Presents:

A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way
to the Forum '

On November 10, Chaska High School will
open the auditorium doors for its production
of "A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to
the Forum™, a lively farce musical set in
ancient Rome. The play, written by Burt
Shevelove and Larry Gelbart with music and
lyrics by Stephen Sondheim, was a huge hit
in 1962. Starring Zero Mostel, it ran for 964
performances. The hilarious script, based on
the comedies of the roman playwright
Plautus, tells the story of the resourceful
slave Pseudolus and his quest to gain his
freedom by winning the love of the
beautiful courtesan Philia for his young
master Hero. Other plot lines involve Hero's
parents, the lecherous Senex and the
overbearing Domina, as well as the larger-
than-life warriror Miles Gloriosus (“Stand
aside, everyone — | take large steps!”) The
ook is augmented by Sondheim's famously
catchy and melodic songs, including

“Everybody Ought to Have a Maid"” and

CVFT is Happy to
Announce the Arrival
of Online Ticket Sales!

In our continuing effort to improve the
ticketing process, CVFT is excited to be
able to offer our patrons the option of
ordering tickets to our productions online.
During the next 2-3 months, CVFT will be
adding an online ticket service to our
website. Visit www.cvft.org for updates
and instructions. Patrons will still be able to
order tickets via mail and phone. Effective
immediately is our new phone number:

952-361-6424

Our mailing address remains the same:

Chaska Valley Family Theatre
1661 Park Ridge Drive
Chaska, MN 55318

As we continue to improve the ticket
buying process, we are in need of
volunteers to help staff a ticket kiosk
during the run of our shows. If you are
inferested in this volunteer opportunity,
please contact Paula Atkins, Volunteer
Coordinator, at www.cvft.org.

N—————

“Comedy Tonight".

Performances 7:30 PM November 10, 11, 16,
17, 18 and at 2:00 PM November 12. Tickets
are on sale at the door.

September "To Do" List

Send the kids back to school.

Enjoy the beautiful weather.

Get the yard/garden ready for
winter,

Renew your Chaska Valley Family
Theatre membership!




Family Spotlight:

The Thomas Family

Carol and Bob Thomas have been attending CVFT performances for years, enjoying not only the shows but
also watching their friends on-stage. Then Bob got a call informing him that the company was looking for
someone fo play Fred Wheelwright, an engineer grown old in faithful service to the railroad, in “Love Rides the
Rails,” their summer 2005 production. Acknowledging that it sounded like a bit of type-casting, Bob decided to
try out. After being accepted for the part, it took only one rehearsal for him to be hooked. “Good times with
good people wil do that,” he says. )

Carol, hearing and seeing how much fun Bob was
having, decided to join the fun and so, when fall
came, they both auditioned for “Fiddler on the Roof."
Though neither had been on-stage, other than in
church productions, since high school, they made the
cast as villagers and the fun really started.

Singing and dancing and responding to the obvious
enjoyment of the audience was a delight but the real
joy — and quite frankly a surprise for them — was the
warmth of the people they encountered.

"I've never met such a friendly group of people,” said
Carol. “The way we were greeted and welcomed was
incredible." Bob agreed. “Everyone associated with
CVFT, no matter what their role, seemed to have the
same open and welcoming attitude. We're both
looking forward to growing our association with CVET.”

Upcoming Season

Fruitcakes ~ December 7-10, 2006
Camelot~ April 13-29, 2007
Garage Sale~ May 2007
High School Musical/Little Shop of Horrors~

July12-22, 2007
The Velveteen Rabbit~ December 6-9, 2007
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