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Providing obportun/tfes for families to barticipate together
In producing affordable. high-quality theatrical performarices
for the citizens of the Chaska valley region.

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: The
Broadway Musical

This coming July Chaska Valley Family Theater intends
to turn their community center stage into a 19"
century river fown made famous buy one of its own
sons, Mark Twain. The fictional town of St. Petersburg,
modeled after the very real town of Hannibal, Missouri,
is home to a cast of some of America’s more enduring
characters - Tom Sawyer, Huck Finn, Becky Thatcher,
Aunt Polly and Injun Joe.

This musical version, penned by Ken Ludwig and Don
Schliz, opened at the Minskoff Theatre in May of 2001.
According to many it closed to soon. Set fo a
rollicking bluegrass score this energetic depiction of
the Tom's adventures went mostly un-noticed as the
country dealt with larger issues. Still, as reviewer John
Kenrick wrote:

“This show deserved a far better fate! Whatever its
shortcomings, Tom Sawyer had charm, melody, and a
genvine professional polish. These are not quadlities to
be taken for granted on Broadway, especially at a
time when artless travesties like Saturday Night Fever
and Footloose were able to run for more than a year
apiece”

As it turns out, “The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: The
Broadway Musical” is enjoying plenty of success,
especially in cities and towns far removed from
Broadway where an old fashioned, small town yarn
can be readily identified with.

White washing wooden fences and skinny-dippin’ in
ponds may have given way to video games and
organized hockey but a vibrant musical version of
Mark Twain's depiction of glorious childhood in an
earlier America is about be re-visited still again, and
very appropriately in another small river town.

C. E. Title, Director
CVFT







